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THE COMPETITION MESSAGE

In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate the Merciful

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the universe, and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our master
prophet Muhammad (saww), his pure progeny, and his chosen companions.

The Holy Qur’an plays a great role in setting man and society on the straight path of salvation.
There are many Qur’anic verses and blessed narrations that emphasized the importance of
studying the Holy Qur’an and grasping the depth of its secrets and commanding Allah's servants
to adhere to the Qur’an because it is His complete word and His complete will for mankind at all
times and place: “And this Book that We have sent down is a blessed one; so follow it and be
God-wary so that you may receive (His) mercy”

So, whoever wants to reach, and receive Allah's bounties he/she only has to follow His path and
be guided by His guidance, and whoever is guided is guided only by Him, and whoever deviates,
goes astray.

The global challenges that the Islamic nation (ummabh) is facing today, and the cultural invasion
that surrounds it from every direction, makes the Holy Qur’an the best reference and guide, and
a source of enlightened thought that saves man’s spirituality, entity and existence, and maintains
his spiritual connection with the Almighty Allah; the Exalted Truth. And in the same vein, the
Noble Messenger (sww) said: “If you want to enjoy the happy life, attain the death of martyrs,
survive on the day of worries, have the shade on a hot day, guidance in times of deviation then
study the Qur’an, for it is the speech of Allah the Most Merciful, a shield from Satan, and a
positive load in the scale”.

And emphasizing the importance of learning and teaching the Qur’an, al-Mustafa Islamic
University- College has launched, since its establishment, the teaching of the Holy Qur’an,
introducing its students to elite professors specialized in the field of teaching the Qur’an, reading
and memorizing it besides its various related sciences.

The Student Qur'an competition is designed with the same goal, "Familiarity with the Holy
Qur'an", so secondary and university students of various educational centers can compete in its
various sections, including: Recitation, Memorization, Exegesis (tafsir), Hadith (word of
wisdom), Supplication (Dua) and Research.

This book is a source of study for the Exegesis (Tafsir) section entitled "THE SOCIOLOGICAL
ASPECTS OF SELECTED VERSES FROM SURAT ALE- IMRAN ". Student Quran

Competition proudly introduces this book and invites you to participate in this competition. Hope
that all of us can benefit from divine knowledge for our spiritual growth.

God willing

January 2024
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About book:
TAFSIR AL-MIZAN

Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, often known as Tafsir al-mizan, is one of
the most comprehensive and lengthiest exegeses of the Qur’an in Arabic
authored by Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i (1321-1402 /19041981).

Al-Mizan is an ordinal exegesis of the Qur’an, which is organized by the
order of the Qur’anic suras and verses, and its methodology is the exegesis
of the Qur’an by appeal to the Qur’an itself, which means interpreting a
Qur’anic verse in terms of other verses of the Qur’an. In virtue of its
intellectual honesty and fairness, accuracy and depth, al-Mizan has attracted
the attention of Sunni scholars and found a place as one of the most reliable
sources of inquiry about the Qur’an. Soon after its publication, tens of
books and hundreds of articles and dissertations were written about it.

One of the significant advantages of this exegesis is its profound
inquiries about important issues such as the miraculous character of the
Qur’an, the stories of the prophets, human soul and spirit, God’s response
to people’s prayers, monotheism, repentance, divine sustenance (rizq),
divine blessings (baraka), jihad, annulment of actions (ihbat), which are
discussed when relevant to the verse that is being interpreted.

For more information:
https://en.wikishia.net/view/Al-Mizan °_tafsir al-Qur%27an_(book)



https://en.wikishia.net/view/Al-Mizan_fi_tafsir_al-Qur%27an_(book)

About Author:
ALLAMAH MUHAMMAD HUSAYN TABATABA’I

Muhammad Husayn Tabatabaei was born in Shahabad, a village in
Tabtiz, on Dhu I-Hijja 29, 1321/March 17, 1904. His previous fourteen
ancestors were well-known scholars of Tabriz.

His paternal ancestors were descendants of Imam al-Hasan (a), while his
maternal ancestors were descendants of Imam al-Husayn (a).

He studied Arabic literature, intellectual sciences, jurisprudence and
principles of jurisprudence. He then immigrated with his brother to Najaf,
where he continued his seminary education and developed his moral and
spititual petrfection for ten years (1343/1925-1354/1935). He later moved
to Qom (1365/1946), where he was teaching and writing till the end of his
life.

He is one of the top Muslim philosophers, an Iranian scholar, theorist,
philosopher and one of the most prominent thinkers of modern Islam. He
is perhaps best known for his Tafsir al-Mizan, a twenty-seven-volume work
of Tafsir, which he produced between 1954 and 1972, in addition to other
unique works in various fields; like:

Risalah al- Wilayah: Vicegerency
Shia Islam

Sunan An-Nabi: A Collection of Narrations on the Conduct and
Customs of the Noble Prophet Muhammad

The Qur'an in Islam Its Impact and Influence on the Life of
Muslims

Islamic Teachings in Brief
Shia and Spirituality
Invitation to Testify

Al-Mizan: An Exegesis of the Qur’an



Community Relationship in Islam

Social Relations in Islam

A Shrite Anthology

Points of Islam in Brief, and many others.

‘Allama Tabataba’i died on Muharram 18, 1402/November 15, 1981.

For more information
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tafsir _al-Mizan




THE SOCIOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF
SELECTED VERSES FROM

SURAT ALE-IMRAN

Introduction

Ale-Imran (o1« Ji) is the name of the third surah of the Holy Quran.

This surah is Madani and has 200 verses, and it is called with this name on
the occasion of telling the story of Imran's family. The meaning of Imran
mentioned in this surah is the father of Hazrat Maryam (pbuh) and the
meaning of Aal Imran is Jesus (pbuh). And Hazrat Maryam. The mother of
Hazrat Maryam is also probably included in this title (Tabatabaei, 167/3)
Aal Imran is one of the seven long surahs of the Quran and is attributed to
Amir al-Mominin Ali (AS), Ibn Abbas and Jaber Ibn Zayd, the eighty-
seventh surah of the Quran. (Ramiar, 670) in this blessed surah, he invites
the believers to monotheism of the word and patience and steadfastness in
defending Islam and strengthening it, and reminds them of the sensitivity
of their position in front of enemies such as Jews, Christians and polytheists,
who at that time They were determined to fight against Islam, he makes
them understand the truths of religion and removes the doubts and
temptations of the deniers from their hearts. It is also talked about Maryam
(pbuh) and Jesus (pbuh), the flow of Mubahlah, the prophets of Bani Israel,
the Jews, the invitation of the people of the book to Islam and the necessity
of patience, effort and unity, the Kaaba, riba and its sanctity. It seems that
all of this surah was revealed at once because its verses are in harmony with
each other from the beginning to the end (Taba Taba'i, 6/3). If this opinion
is correct, Surah Al-Imran must have been revealed in the year 9 AH.



Part 01

Why do we need Quran commentors in order to understand
Quran?
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"He is the one who sent you the Quran, some of which includes definite verses
that serve as the cornerstones of the Quran and some of which includes
ambiguous verses that can be understood in more than one way. Those with
deviated hearts go after the ambiguous verses with the intention of
interpreting them in their own favor and stirring up dissension. However, it is
only God who knows the real interpretation. However, it is only God who
knows the real interpretation. But the steadfast scholars say, “We believe in
the ambiguous verses. The entire Quran has been sent by God, be it definite
or ambiguous." Of course, no one will be awakened to the truth except the
intelligent people."

Commentary

It has been narrated through the Sunni chains that the Prophet prayed for Ibn
‘Abbas: “O Allah! give him knowledge of the religion and teach him the
interpretation.” And lbn ‘Abbas is reported as saying: “I am among those who
are firmly rooted in knowledge and | know its interpretation.” Also, he said:
“The decisive are the verses that abrogated and the ambiguous are the
abrogated ones.” All these traditions put together give an impression that the
decisive verse is the interpretation of the ambiguous one.

Question 1: According to the narration, those who are firmly rooted in
knowledge?

a) They believe in the ambiguous verses
b) have knowledge and interprete the ambiguous verses
¢) ambiguous verses cannot be understood

d) all the answers are correct.



Part 02
Divine aid is for which people?
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"Indeed, there was a sign in the two hosts [which] met together in encounter;
one party fighting in the way of Allah and the other unbelieving; they saw
them twice their number with the sight of the eye; and Allah aids with His aid
whom He pleases; most surely, there is a lesson in this for those who have
sight" (3:13).

Commentary

“And Allah aids with His aid whom He pleases; most surely, there is a lesson
in this for those who have sight” (3:13).

“at-Ta’yid” ( -\iﬂ\ = to strengthen) is derived from al-ayd ( 331 = strength). “al-
Absar” (55aiYl) is sight. Some people say that here it refers to the eyes,
because the verse describes how Allah influenced their eye-sight. Others say
that it means wisdom and knowledge, because it is through them that one
may take lesson from some event. But this controversy is misplaced, because
Allah counts him who does not take lesson from events and parables as blind;
and says that eyes must see and differentiate the truth from falsehood. It is a
sort of claim that the truth, to which Allah invites all His creatures, is a
manifest, embodied substance which is within the perception of these
physical eyes.

Question 2: The eye is important due to fact that
a) People use the eyes for secing

b) it sees and differentiate the truth from falsehood
¢) its wisdom and knowledge

d) all of the above



Part 03

What are the features of worldly and hereafter life and God's
pleasure are for which people?
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It has been made to seem fair to men, the love of desires of women and sons and

hoarded treasures of gold and silver and well-bred horses and cattle and tilth; this is the
provision of the life of this world; and Allah is He with Whom is the best destination. (15)
Say: “Shall I tell you of what is better than these?” For those who guard [against evil] are
gardens with their Lord, beneath which rivers flow, to abide in them, and pure mates and
Allah’s pleasure; and Allah sees the servants. (16) Those who say: “Our Lord! surely, we

believe, therefore forgive us our sins and save us fiom the chastisement of the fire” (17)
Commentary
It has been made to seem fair...” (3:14)

The unbelievers erroneously thought that these things would make them independent of
Allah. Now, this verse explains the reason of their mistaken idea: They have submerged
their souls under the love of these worldly materials and are so overwhelmed with them that
they have forgotten the life hereafter. But they are mistaken, because these things are just

the provisions of this transient life, their only purpose is to pave the way for the next



this is the provision of the life of this world; and Allah is He with Whom is the best
destination (3:14).

These desires are such as may be useful to manage the affairs of this life; but this life
itself, like its provisions, is a transient thing; it will soon cease to exist. The good life and

the best destination are only with Allah.

Question 3: the best way one can benefit from wordly provision is by
a) By benefiting from them for the sake of the hereafter

b) by staying away from acquisition of wealth

¢) by living a moderate life

d) remembering death



Part 04
What is the relationship between faith and disbelief?
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Surely, the religion with Allah is Islam; and those to whom the Book had been given did
not differ but affer knowledge had come to them, out of envy among themselves; and

whoever disbelieves in the signs of Allah then surely, Allah is quick of reckoning (3:19).

But if they dispute with you, say: “I have submitted myself [entirely] to Allah and [so
has] everyone who follows me. ” And say to those who have been given the Book and the
unlearned people: “Do you submit yourselves?” So if they submit then indeed they follow
the right way; and if they turn back, then upon you is only the delivery of the message; and
Allah sees the servants (3:20).

Surely, [as for] those who disbelieve in the signs of Allah and slay the prophets unjustly
and slay those among men who enjoin justice, announce to them a painful chastisement

3:21).

Commentary



“Surely, the religion with Allah is Islam” (3:19).

We have already described the literal meaning of “al-Islam” ( %)LA\J\ = to submit, to
surrender oneself to Allah). Apparently, this is the meaning intended here, because it is
followed by description of the difference of the People of the Book - the difference which

they created after knowing the truth, because of envy among themselves.

The explanation of the verse, therefore, would be as follows: The religion with Allah is
only one; there is no difference or discrepancy in it; He has commanded His servants to
follow only this religion; it was this religion which was described in the Books revealed to
His prophets, and to which the Divine signs pointed. It is the Islam, that is, surrender to the
truth, with correct belief and sincere deeds; Islam is to accept willingly all the knowledge

and commandments sent down by Allah.

“Those who disbelieve in the signs of Allah and slay the prophets unjustly and slay

those among men who enjoin justice” (3:21).

The verbal form used in these sentences implies persistence and continuity. It conveys
the idea that it was their ingrained habit, a characteristic trait, to disbelieve in divinely sent
communications, to reject the revealed truth out of envy and arrogance, to murder the
prophets - and such a slaying was undoubtedly against justice and to kill those of their
compatriots who called them to justice and tried to keep them away from injustice and
rebellion. And the history of the Jews confirms that these things were a part of their
national character; they had murdered a multitude of their prophets and good believers who
enjoined the good and forbade the evil. The Christians too followed in their footsteps and

killed countless good Christians.

Question 4: according to this commentary Islam means:
a) To believe that the only religion is Islam
b) to accept the truth from all religions

¢) to accept willingly all the knowledge and commandments sent down by Allah



d) to belief in Prophet Muhammad



Part 05

How does the Quran describe Jesus Christ (as) and which people
stood against Him?
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When the angels said: ‘O Maryam! surely All(h gives you good news of a Word from
Him whose name is the Messiah, 15 son of ‘Maryam, worthy of regard in this world and
the hereafier and of those who are made near (to Alldh) (45). And he shall speak to the
people when in the cradle and when of mature age, and (he shall be) one of the good ones”’
(46). She said: ‘‘My Lord! how shall there be a son (born) to me and man has not touched
me?”’ He said: ““Even so; AlIQh creates what He pleases; when He has decreed a matter,
He only says to it: “Be,” and it is (47). And He will teach him the Book and the Wisdom
and the Torah and the Injll (48). And (make him) a messenger to the Children of Israel:
“That I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I create for you out of dust like
the form of a bird, then I breathe into it and it becomes a bird with All(h’s permission, and
1 heal the blind and the Ieper, and bring the dead ones to life with Alldh ’s permission, and I
Inform you of what you eat and what you store in your houses; most surely there is a sign
in this for you, if you are believers (49). And a verifier of that which is before me of the
Torah, and that I may allow you part of that which has been forbidden to you, and I have
come to you with a sign from your Lord, therefore fear AlIQh and obey me (50). Surely
AllIQh is my Lord and your Lord, therefore worship Him; this is the straight path’ > (51).
But when 1s( perceived unbelief on their part, he said: “Who are my helpers to Alldnr?”’
The disciples said: ‘‘We are helpers of Alldh: We believe in Ak and be (our) witness
that we are submitting ones (52). Our Lord| we believe in what Thou halt revealed and we
follow the messenger; so write us down with those who bear witness’’ (53). And they
planned and AllQh (also) planned, and AllQLh is the best of planners (54). And when All(h
said: ‘0 T 50/ I am going to take you away completely and cause you to ascend unto Me
and purify you of those who disbelieve, and make those who follow you above those who
disbelieve to the Day of Resurrection; then to Me shall be your return, so I will decide



between you concerning that in which you differed (55). Then as to those who disbelieve, 1
will chastise them with severe chastisement in this world and the hereafier, and they shall
have no helpers” (56). And as to those who believe and do good deeds, He will pay them
fully their rewards; and Allh does not love the unjust (57). This we recite to you of the
signs and the wise reminder (58)

Commentary
When the angels said: ““O Maryam/ surely AlIQh gives you good news of a Word:

The good tiding ascribed to the angels in the verse under discussion is thus attributed here

to the Spirit.

It is said that the word ‘‘angels’’ refers to Gabriel. He has been described with a plural,
“‘angels’’, to show his great honor and high rank. Others say that the announcement of good
news by Gabriel was precisely the announcement by the group of the angels under his
authority. And Gabriel is one of the chiefs of the angels, one of those who are nearer to
Allah, as the Divine Words show: Most surely it is the word of an honored messenger, the
possessor of strength, having an honorable place with the Lord of the Throne, one (to be)

obeyed, and faithful in trust (81:19 — 21).
‘‘a Word from Him whose name is the Messiah, Is@ son of Maryam:

The meaning of “‘a Word from Allah refers to Isa (a.s.) because he was the word of
creation, i.e., the Divine Command, ‘Be’. No doubt every man, nay, everything, comes into
being by the creative word, ‘Be’; but every man is conceived and born according to the
well-known normal system: the usual course is for the male sperm to fertilize the female
ovum — and it requires many main and supporting causes to materialize. That is why
conception is attributed to man as its efficient cause — as every effect is attributed to its
immediate cause. But conception of <Isa did not follow this course; many usual and gradual

N P . : : . ¢ ’
causes were simply missing. His existence was just by the creative word, Be', and no usual



causes intervened. And in this way, he became the “Word” itself, as we see in the verse:
... and His Word which He communicated to Maryam (4:171). It gets support from the
verse 3:59, coming at the end: Surely the likeness of Isa is with Allah as the likeness of

Adam; He created him from dust, then said to him, “Be”, and he was.

“worthy of regard in this world and the hereafier and of those who are made near (to
Allah):

al-Wijahah (translated here as worthiness of regard) means esteem, prestige, eminence
and acceptability. ‘Is2’s eminence and acceptability in this world is not a secret; and the
Qur’én confers this position to him in the hereafter too. Undoubtedly Tsa (a. s.) was one
of “‘those who are made near’’. He is near to Allah, included in the rank of the friends of
Allah and the near angels in the verse: The Messiah does by no means disdain that he

should be a servant of Allah, nor do the angels who are near to Him (4:172).

Question 5: why is Isa refered to as the word from Allah accoeding to
commentary?

a) He was born without a father

b) because God created him by saying the word Be

c) His birth was miraculous

d) none of the answers



Part 06

How is belief in chain of prophets and peaceful co-existence with
followers of other religions emphasized in Quran?
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(61)Now if the Christian delegation from Najran continues to argue with you over Jesus
Christ afier the truths you have received about him, challenge them to a ‘Duel of Truth’ by
telling them, “Let’s bring together in one place our children and your children, our women
and your women, ourselves and yourselves; we will then leave everything to God by asking

Him earnestly to put a curse on the liars.

(64) Make a suggestion to the People of the Book: “Come and let’s focus on our
common values and principles: not to worship anyone but God, not to worship idols and not
to consider some individuals amongst ourselves as being our lord instead of God. ” If they
continue to disagree, tell them, “Remember that we will still practice our common values

and principles regardless. ”

(70)0 People of the Book! Why don’t you acknowledge the signs of Muhammad’s
prophethood despite having seen such signs in the Torah and the Gospel? (71) O People of
the Book! Why do you present the truth as falsehood and knowingly hide the truth? (72) A



group of Jews suggested to another group of Jews, “At the beginning of the day, pretend to
have believed in the religion and the book that has been sent to the Muslims and renounce
their religion by the end of the day. Perhaps, by doing so, the Muslims will lose faith and
follow suit by renouncing their religion too. (73) Also don’t trust anyone other than the
followers of your own religion when it comes to discussing the common points and
statements mentioned in both the Quran and the Torah as it may turn out that others outside
our religion have also been given a book similar fo the book that has been given to you, or
for Muslims to argue against you in front of God on the Day of Resurrection. ” O Prophet!
Tell them, “In fact, true guidance comes only from God and so does the privilege of
prophethood which is given to whoever He sees fit, as God has boundless wealth and knows
who to give it to. (74) God will favour anyone He sees fit with His special kindness as He
is very gracious. (75) Having said that, there are some among the People of the Book who
will return a hoard of gold coins if you trust them with it. However, there are also those of
them who will abuse your trust even if you trust them with a single gold coin unless you
keep pressing them for it. The reason for this outrageous act of theirs lies in them saying,
“Others have no right to make any objections to us as we are the superior race. ” By making
this statement, they are knowingly attributing lies to God. (76) It goes without saying that
others have the right to voice their objections. God loves those who keep their word and are
mindful of their behaviour. Yes, He loves those who are mindfiil of their behaviour. (77)
On the other hand, those who sell their religious commitments and oaths for a lowly
material gain will have nothing to gain in the Hereafter. Also, on the Day of Resurrection,
God will neither talk to them kindly nor pay any attention to them. In addition to that, God
will not bless such people with the opportunity to cleanse themselves of their sins in this
world and they will be subject to a painful punishment in the Hereafier. (78) When reading
out from their own handwritten scrolls, a number of Jewish scholars change the tone of their
speech in a way that one would suppose they are still reciting the word of God. That is
while such scripts are not part of the Book of God. What’s more, they claim that such
scripts have been sent by God while God has never sent them. They knowingly attribute
such lies to God. (79) It would be out of the question for God to give someone a divine

book, leadership and prophethood and then for that person to tell people and particularly the



scholars “Be my servants instead of serving God. ” Rather he would say, “Since your job is
studying and teaching the divine book, then be devout and Godly scholars. ” (80) Also, such
a person would not instruct you to take the angels and the prophets as your lord. Can this
person ever be expected to order you to become disbelievers once you have already
surrendered to the will of God? (8§1) This was how God extracted promises ffom the
prophets and their followers: “Once I have given you a divine book and wisdom and then a
new prophet comes along who endorses your divine book, you must then believe in him and
support him. ” God then asked the prophets, “Will you acknowledge this issue and will you
ask your followers to make a firm commitment about it?” They replied, “Yes, we will. ”
God then said, “So bear witness and I'll be witnessing along with you. (82) From this point
on, those who break their promises and wriggle out of their commitments will be considered
as immoral individuals. ” (8§3) With all such clear proofs, how can the disbelievers be afier
anything other than God'’s religion while all the inhabitants of the earth and the heavens
have surrendered to His will either willingly or unwillingly? At the end of the day, all such
inhabitants will only be taken back to Him. (§4) O Prophet! Say, “We have believed in God
and in what has been sent to us, in what has been sent to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob
and all the prophets descending from Jacob, in what has been given to Moses, Jesus and all
other prophets by their Lord. As far as the principle of prophethood is concerned, we don’t
make any distinction between them whatsoever and we fully surrender to the will of God.
(83) Whoever follows a religion other than Islam, that religion will never be accepted from

them and in the Hereafler they will be among those who have spoilt the gift of their life.

We believe in Alldh and what has been revealed to us: Alldh enjoins the Prophet to
adhere to the covenant which was made with him and the others. He should declare as
follows, for himself and on behalf of the believers from his ummah: “We believe in Alldh
and what has been revealed ...” It is a proof, as we have said above, that the covenant was

made with the prophets and their people together.

Commentary



-and what was revealed to IbrAhim and Ismd 11 ... and to Him do we submit”: All
those mentioned here were prophets from the progeny of IbrahIm. The verse implies that
the word, ‘‘the tribes”, refers to the prophets from the progeny of Ya‘ql_lb — from the
Children of Israel — like DAwUd, Sulayman, YUnus, AyyUb and others. Then comes the
phrase, “the prophets from their Lord”’; it makes the declaration comprehensive, as it covers
Adam, NUh and all the others. Then a reference is made to the whole group, saying, ‘‘we

do not make any distinction between any of them and to Him do we submit”’.

Say: “‘O People of the Book! come to a word, common between us and you: This call

is addressed to all the People of the Book in general. The invitation to ‘‘come to a word”’
really means to unite on the meaning of the word by acting upon it. The call to the word is
based on the idiom found in Arabic and other languages, as for example, they say: The
nation is united on this word. It implies the meanings of belief, acknowledgment,
recognition and propagation. The verse therefore means: Come let us adhere to this word,

co-operating with one another in its propagation and acting on its demands.

Question 6: What is the best meaning of the phrase come to a word according
to the commentary?

a) To believe in one God,

b) to believe in prophethood of Jesus,

c) to acknowledge the prophethood of all prophets,

d) to unite on the meaning of word by acting upon it.



Part 07

What is spending wealth in the way of Allah and how is it?
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(92)You will only achieve piety once you spend from your favourite things in the way

of God. God is well aware of anything you may spend in His way.

(117) The wealth and property that they spend towards their worldly and material goals
are similar to a frosty gust of wind that blows in and destroys the crops of those who have
done wrong to themselves. Yes, God hasn’t done any wrong to them but, in fact, they are

doing wrong to themselves.

"and whatever thing you spend, AIIAh surely knows it" It strengthens and gladdens the
spenders’ hearts. They should know that what they have spent from their cherished wealth
and property is not wasted, has not gone unnoticed, because Allah Who has enjoined them

to do so, knows their spending and what they spend.
Commentary

The verse means that whatever they spend in this life (in order to better their conditions
and achieve their evil goals) brings nothing to them except infelicity and unhappiness; it
destroys what they ardently desire and which they think would bring happiness to them. It is
like an intensely cold wind that smites the farm produce of an unjust people; it is because
they had done injustice to their own selves — after all, an evil deed can bring only evil

results.

Question 7: The phrase "like an intensive cold wind that smites the farm
produce of unjust people" is basically related to:



a) Wealth of unbelievers
b) wealth spent for the sake of this worldy gains
¢) wealth spent for the sake of both is world and hereafter

d) none of the answers



Part 08

What is Faith brotherhood?
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(102)O Muslims! Do your best in being mindful of your behaviour in fiont of God and
make sure that you don’t leave this world without having already surrendered to God'’s will.
(103) You should all unite around the cause of God and not to disperse. Keep in mind the
valuable blessing that God has given you: you used to be one another’s enemy but God
brought your hearts close to one another afier which you became fiiendly brothers through
His blessing. Also don'’t forget the time when you were on the verge of ending up in
Hellfire and God saved you fiom it. This is how God sheds light on the signs of His

kindness for you so that you may follow the right course.
Commentary

Now the verse under discussion has changed the phraseology; instead of telling us to

hold fast to Allah, it enjoins to hold fast to the cord of Allah. It shows that the cord of
Allah is the Book revealed by Allah; it is the cord that joins the creature to his Lord, that
connects the heavens to the earth. You may also say that the Divine Cord is the Qur’an and
the Prophet because the end result of all is the same. The Qur’an invites only to the ideal
piety and firm Islam. Yet the aim of this verse is different from the preceding verse that had
enjoined ideal piety and the death on Islam, inasmuch as that verse was concerned with
guidance of the individual, while this looks at the good of the society. The words *‘all
together’” and “‘be not divided’’ point to this fact. The verse therefore orders the Muslim
society to hold fast to the Book and the sunnah, as they had earlier enjoined the individual

to do so.



Question 8: According to the commentary, holding to the cord of Allah as
muslim brothers and sisters, meanings:

a) Holding to prophet Muhammad
b) holding to prophet's family only
¢) holding to the book of Allah

d) all answers



Part 09

Why and how is prohibition of evil and enjoining good?
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(104) There should be a group among you to advise others to do good while at the same

time ordering what is right and forbidding what is wrong. Such people are the happy ones.

(110) Yes, you dutifil Muslims are the best group who have been created to serve
people as you engage in ordering what is right and forbidding what is wrong while believing
in God. It would have been better for the People of the Book if they too had believed in the
Prophet of Islam. However, only some of them became Muslims and the majority of them

remained deviated.
Commentary

This reality binds a good society (that which has got useful knowledge and virtuous
action) to preserve and keep intact their knowledge and culture; and obliges them to bring a
deviator back to the right path, to make sure that nobody goes astray leaving the known way
of righteousness for the unforgiving desert of evil — they must protect him from falling into

the pit of sin and error by forbidding him to go near it.

A society which follows this guidance must be the ideal society. It would only be the
right and the good which they would recognize, which would be ‘‘known’’ to them; and
only the wrong and the evil which they would not recognize, which would be ‘‘unknown’’
to them. If this fine point is not kept in mind, then the only possible explanation would be
that the right and the wrong were respectively known and unknown in the eyes of religion

— but not in actual practice of the society.



Question 9: The best reason why muslims are the best nation is that:
a) They believe in One God

b) they enjoin people good and forbid evil

c) they believe in all prophets

d) they fast



Part 10

What is the relstionship between power (politics) in opposite to
truth?
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(1180 Muslims! Do not confide in just anyone as they may wish you hardship and
will stop at nothing to hurt you. You can find signs of a grudge in their words but the
grudge they hold within is even deeper. Yes, We have fully shed light on the signs of your
enemies; that is, if you use your reason! (119) It is you who approaches them for fiiendship
but they don’t like you despite you having accepted all the divine books. When they meet
you, they dishonestly tell you, “We believe!” However, when they are alone among
themselves, they bite the tips of their fingers out of anger at you. Tell them, “Die from this
anger. ” God knows well what goes on in people’s hearts and minds. (120) They will be
annoyed if something benefits you at all but they will be delighted if something terrible
happens to you. If you show patience in the face of difficulties and keep the situation under

control, their plots won’t harm you a bit, as God has a watchful eye over their behaviour.
Commentary

O you who believe! do not take for intimate friends from among others than your own
people, ...: Intimate friend has been called ‘al-bit #Anah’ (inner lining of a garment) —
i.e., opposite of ‘az-ziharah’ (outer side of a garment) — because such a friend knows the

inner thoughts and secrets of man; “they do not fall short,” i.e., they leave no stone



unturned; ‘khabalan’ (harm, mischief); insanity is called ‘al-khabl’ ( because it harms or
destroys understanding); ‘‘they love what distresses you’’: ‘‘what’’ in this sentence is for
masdar, and it means: they love your distress, your grievous harm; ‘‘vehement hatred has
already appeared from out of their mouths’’: it means that their enmity and hatred is very
obvious from their way of talking, from slips of their tongues; it is a fine metaphor; the
verse does not describe what they have kept hidden in their hearts, it just says: ‘‘and what
their breasts conceal is greater still’’; this apparent vagueness indicates that the hatred

hidden in their hearts is so varied and so great that it is beyond description.

Question 10: Here the best intended meaning of al-bitana is;
a) The inner lining of a garment

b) Inner friendship

¢) outsider of the garment

d) all the answers



Part 11

What is the secret of divine help?
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(123) Although you were militarily weaker at the Battle of Badr, God helped you so
now keep your morale high and be prepared for the battle in appreciation of His help. (124)
This is how God helped you: you said to the combatants, “What else better than this would
you expect? God is going to add to your strength and numbers through the three thousand
angels that are sent to earth. ” (125) It couldn’t have been better than this. Now if you are
steadfast and resistant in the face of the enemy, God will once again add to your strength
and numbers against the enemy’s strike through five thousand angels who have marked
themselves. (126) Of course, God only promised to help you with such angels in order to
improve your morale and give you peace of mind, otherwise true aid and victory comes only

from the Invincible and Wise God.

(130) O Muslims! Do not charge compound interest and be mindful of your financial

dealings in fiont of God so that you may find happiness.
Commentary

When you said to the believers: ‘‘Does it not suffice you that your Lord should assist

.. you



“al-Imdad” is derived from al-madd and al-madad signifies giving help continuously.

Obviously, the promise refers to the battle of Badr. It is a conditional promise, and the
conditions are given in these clauses, ‘‘if you remain patient and are on your guard and they
come upon you in a headlong manner’’. An exegete has written that it is a promise to send
down the angels if they came upon the believers (not ‘‘immediately’’, i.e. not on the day of
Badr, but) after the immediate time, i.e. after the battle of Badr. Another one has written
that it is a promise to send down the angels in all the battles after the Badr, like Uhud,

Hunayn and the Confederates. But the wording of the verse does not agree with it.

Question 11: According to the commentary of the above verse, what is the secret of

divine help?

a)  Working hard (b) Patience (c) Sending down angels (d) all the answers

What are the reasons for strong prohibition of interests?

O you who believe! Do not devour interest ... that you may be shown mercy: We have
explained how ‘‘devouring’’ is used for ‘‘taking’’. The phrase, ‘‘making it double and
redouble’’, points to overriding characteristic of interests; interest, per se, multiplies and
increases the lender’s wealth many fold — by depleting debtor’s money adding it to the
creditor’s capital. The sentence, ‘*And guard yourselves against the fire which has been
prepared for the unbelievers’’, indicates that the interest taker is unbeliever, as has been
explained under the verses of interest in the chapter of The Cow: And Allah does not love

any ungrateful sinner [2:27).

Question 12: The best reason why interest is forbidden is that:

a) Interest taker is unbeliever

b) It multiples the lender's wealth many fold by depleting debtot's money
¢) it benefits only the creditors

d) none of the answers



Part 13
Why is it important to study history and lesson of ancestors?
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(137)0f course, there have been certain exemplary events before your time. Travel to
different corners of the world to find out about the fate and destiny of those who denied the

signs and verses of God.

The believers have been told to travel in the earth, in order that they could learn lessons
from archeological remains of ancient people and bygone generations. They should ponder
about those pharaohs and nimrods, those kings and emperors — where did all of them go
to? Their towering palaces, their accumulated treasures, their gilded thrones and their fully-
equipped armies — nothing could avail them in the least; now they are just a few names to
serve as examples and lesson for those who meditate, and as tourist attraction for the
carefree and oblivious persons. As for protecting their monuments, preserving their statues
and endeavouring to find out how great they were in their times and how magnificent their
splendour was in that era, it is a matter which the Qur’an does not care about. It is nothing

but idolatry in a new disguise.
Question 13: What is the best way to learn from the history of our ancestors?
a) travelling and pondering on their remains
b) following their interests
¢) preserving their statues

d) protecting their monuments



Part 14
How does God filter and purify people?
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(139)Don’t lose your courage and morale following your defeat in the Battle of Uhud as
you have the upper hand provided that you have true faith. (140) If you have suftered a blow
in the Battle of Uhud, the enemy, too, has suffered the same blow in the Battle of Badr. We
alternate days of triumph and defeat among people out of expediency so that God can mark
out those who have truly believed, and can pick a group from among you to be watchfill of
your actions... God doesn’t like the wrongdoers. (141) ...And so that He can purify the

believers, that He may gradually wipe out the the disbelievers.

(142) Are you possibly under the impression that you will go to Paradise without God
first testing you and marking out those among you who have fought in the way of God and

have been steadfast in doing so?
Commentary

Look at the matters described in these verses: The days rotate among the people; it is
done for the purpose of test and trial, in order that believers may be separated from
unbelievers; believers may be purged and purified and unbelievers obliterated gradually.
Add to it the declaration that the Prophet had no authority in this matter. All this together

shows that a majority of the believers was under the impression that their being on the true



religion was the complete cause of their victory — wherever they happened to fight. They
thought that just because they were on truth, they must overpower the falsehood, no matter
what their own condition; to them belonged all affairs, and they could not be deprived of it.
They were further encouraged in this miscalculation when angels were sent to help them in

Badr and they found themselves quite unexpectedly victorious over unbelievers.

Question 14: The best answer according to the verses the reason God puts
believers on trial is to:

a) The believers may be purged and purified

b) Unbelievers be obliterated

c) for Allah to show His power

d) for the believers to a lesson to others



Part 15
How does God bestow His favor to believers?
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(159)0O Prophet! It was due to God’s kindness that you dealt with the deserters of the
Battle of Uhud leniently. Had you been harsh and stonehearted, they would have dispersed
from you, so overlook their mistakes and ask God for their forgiveness. What’s more, seck
their advice in various matters and whenever you decide on doing something, rely on God

as God loves those who rely on Him.

(164)God has certainly given a great blessing to Muslims by having sent them a
prophet from amongst themselves who carefillly reads out His verses to them and cleanses
them fiom impurities, and teaches them the divine book and wisdom while they were truly

and deeply misled before that.

Commentary

Certainly, Allah conferred (His) favour ... they were surely in manifest error: Again,
the mode of address has changed, taking the believers as absent. As for this particular verse,
the reason is as follows: The verse intends to describe Alldh’s favour upon the believers —
because of their belief. That is why it has used the adjective, “the believers””, and not the
verb, ‘‘those who believe’’, because only an adjective shows inseparable relationship, and
only the adjective could show the causality (as has been said) or could show it more

perfectly. The verse’s meaning is clear.



Question 15: According to the above verses, what is the greatest blessing God
has bestowed to man?

a) Sending the Quran
b) Sending angels
) Giving us Parents

d) Sending prophet Muhammad (Pbuh)



Part 16
How does hypocricy harm the Islamic society?
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(166)The casualties you sustained afler the two sides confionted each other in the Battle
of Uhud was due to God’s will so that, among other things, He could mark out those who
have truly believed. (167) It was also to mark out the two-faced hypocrites; the very people
who said, “Had we known that there was going to be a war, we would have surely come
with you” when they were told, “Come and fight in the way of God or at least defend
yourselves. ” On that day, they were closer to disbelief than belief as their words didn’t
match their thoughts. God knows best what they are keeping to themselves. (168) The very
people who stayed at home and didn’t go to war, and said of their family and fiiends who
went to war, “Had they listened to us and stayed away from the war, they would not have

been killed. ” Tell them, “If you mean what you say, then ward off death fiom yourselves”.
Commentary

And what befell you on the day ... and Allah best knows what they conceal: The first of
these two verses supports the above theme that the clause, “Say: It is from you own selves’
', refers to their opting for the ransom in exchange of Badr’s prisoners and agreeing to the
attached condition. Only in this way, it can be said that the misfortune that befell them in
Uhud was with Allah’s permission. As for the former explanation, (that the immediate cause
of this misfortune was your disobedience), it has no relevance with this verse; obviously, there

is no sense in saying that their disobedience was by permission of Allah.



Accordingly, the statement that the misfortune that had befallen them was by Allah’s
permission, explains the preceding declaration that it was from their own selves. It paves the
way of the next clause, ‘‘and that He might know the believers’’, which in its turn opens the
way to deal with the hypocrites, together with their talk and its refutation; and to unveil the
reality of this especial death, i.e., martyrdom in the way of Allah.

Question 16: According to commentary, the misfortune that befell muslims in
Uhud was due to;

a) Allah's permission

b) It was from their own selves

¢) the strength of the enemy

d) all the above.



Part 17
What is the position of a martyr?
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(169) Do not be under the impression that those who are martyred in the way of God
are dead. Actually, they are alive and well while being provided with special blessings in
God'’s presence. (170) They are happy because of the reward given to them graciously by
God. As for their fellow combatants who have not joined them yet, they will be happy to
receive the good news that they will be gripped neither by fear nor by sadness. (171) They
are also given good news of abundant blessings and unending grace after which they realise

that God doesn’t deprive the believers of their reward.
Commentary

Death in this verse means nullity of consciousness and action. That is why Allah
explains the martyrs’ life by showing that they receive sustenance (and it is action) and

rejoice in Allah’s grace (and it shows their feeling which proves consciousness.)

Two things are clear from the above: First: Those who are killed in the way of Allah
continue to receive the news about good believers whom they had left alive in this world.
Second: The good news concerns the reward of the believers’ deeds — that they shall have
no fear nor shall they grieve. It happens that they see this reward in the abode which they
abide in. It is because their knowledge of things emanates from observation, not from
arguments. The verse therefore proves that after death man’s existence continues between

his death and the Day of Resurrection.



Question 17: what is the suitable meaning of death according to the
commentary of these verses?

a) Decomposition of the body
b) rewarding martyrs their divine rewards
¢) nullity of consciousness and action

d) none of the above



Part 18
The divine tradition of granting respite is for what people?
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(178) Those who disbelieve should not be under the impression that the time We are
giving them will work out in their favour. We give them time only so that they may further

engage in their recklessness. Yes, they will suffer from a disgraceful punishment.
Commentary

After putting the Prophet’s mind at rest regarding the unbelievers’ falling into unbelief
hastily, and explaining that in all this they are in fact subservient to All ah’s plan, who is
driving them to a stage where they shall have no share in the hereafter, Allah now turns to
the unbelievers themselves. He tells them that they should not be happy with the respite
granted to them by Allah, because Allah through this respite is giving them a chance to pile
up sins over sins, and behind it all there is a disgraceful chastisement waiting for them —
there is nothing for them except shame and ignominy in the hereafter. This all is based on
the divinely established system of completion that every creature should bring his potentials

to fruition, according to his own choice.

Question 18: The reason why Allah gives respite to non believers is that:
a) Because He through this respite is giving them a chance to compile their sins
b) He wants them to repent

¢) He wants to reward them on this world

d) He wants them to enjoy this wordly life.



Part 19

How does remberance of death train and up-bring a human
being?
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(183)Everyone will taste death and you will be given your rewards in full only on the
Day of Resurrection. Whoever is kept away from the Hellfire and is admitted to Paradise
has achieved success. Yes, the life of this world is nothing but deception. (186) You will
definitely be tested with your life and wealth. You will definitely hear a lot of hurtful words
from the Jews and idol-worshippers through their psychological war. However, it will be a

sign of your willpower if you are patient and mindful of your behaviour.

It is reported in ad-Durru ’l-manthUr under the verse: Every soul shall taste of death:
“Ibn AbI Hatim has narrated from ‘All ibn AbI Talib (a.s.) that he said: ‘When the
Prophet died and the condolence began, there came to them a comer — they heard his
voice but did not see his person — and he said: ‘‘Peace be upon you, O People of the
House! And mercy of Allah and His blessings. Every soul is to taste of the death, and you
shall only be paid fully your reward on the Resurrection Day. Indeed, there is in Alldh
consolation for every misfortune, and successor of everyone who dies, and overtaking
everything that is lost. Therefore, in Allah put your trust, and to Him attach your hope;
because afflicted is he who is deprived of reward.”” ’ Then ‘All (a.s.) said: ‘He was al-
Khidr’”’.

Question 19: How does man being brought up in this world according to the
above verse

a) Through being tested with life and wealth

b) through difficult situation

¢) through being given bounties



d) through being given respite to commit sins.



Part 20

What is the role of believers in a faithful society?
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as a community. Also strengthen your solidarity and cohesion in the face of hardships and

difficulties. Be mindful of your behaviour in front of God so that you may find happiness.
Commentary

The clause, ‘‘be patient’’, covers every type of patience: Patience in hardships, patience
in the obedience of Allah, and patience against the disobedience of Allah. However, it

. PR ’ .
refers to individual s patience, as the next clause shows .

““Al-Musabarah’ " translated here as helping each other in patience, literally means vying
with one another in being patient. It implies collective patience — when individuals bear a

common hardship together and each one’s patience is augmented by others’ steadfastness.

Al-murabatah implies people’s linking up with one another in their powers, faculties,
and activities in all affairs of their religious life — in time of ease as well as in difficulties.
As the main aim of these orders is to let the believers attain the reality of happiness of this
world and the next — otherwise only partial worldly happiness can be achieved which

obviously is not the real happiness.

Question 20: To be patient covers covers the following types of patience
except

a) Patience in hardship

b) patience in the obedience of Allah

c) patience in the disobedience of Allah

d) Patience in obidence of oppressors.



