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THE COMPETITION MESSAGE

In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate the Merciful

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the universe, and may Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon our master prophet Muhammad (saww), his pure progeny, and his
chosen companions.

The Holy Qur’an plays a great role in setting man and society on the straight
path of salvation. There are many Qur’anic verses and blessed narrations that
emphasized the importance of studying the Holy Qur’an and grasping the
depth of its secrets and commanding Allah's servants to adhere to the Qur’an
because it is His complete word and His complete will for mankind at all times
and place: “And this Book that We have sent down is a blessed one; so follow
it and be God-wary so that you may receive (His) mercy”

So, whoever wants to reach, and receive Allah's bounties he/she only has to
follow His path and be guided by His guidance, and whoever is guided is
guided only by Him, and whoever deviates, goes astray.

The global challenges that the Islamic nation (ummabh) is facing today, and the
cultural invasion that surrounds it from every direction, makes the Holy
Qur’an the best reference and guide, and a source of enlightened thought that
saves man’s spirituality, entity and existence, and maintains his spiritual
connection with the Almighty Allah; the Exalted Truth. And in the same vein,
the Noble Messenger (saww) said: “If you want to enjoy the life of the happy,
attain the death of martyrs, survive on the day of worries, have the shade on a
hot day, guidance in times of deviation then study the Qur’an, for it is the
speech of Allah the Most Merciful, a shield from Satan, and a positive load in
the scale”.

And emphasizing the importance of learning and teaching the Qur’an, al-
Mustafa Islamic University- College has launched, since its establishment, the
teaching of the Holy Qur’an, introducing its students to elite professors
specialized in the field of teaching the Qur’an, reading and memorizing it
besides its various related sciences.

The Student Qur'an competition is designed with the same goal, "Familiarity
with the Holy Qur'an", so secondary and university students of various
educational centers can compete in its various sections, including: recitation,
memorization, exegesis (tafsir), hadith (word of wisdom) , pray (dua) and
research.



This book is a source of study for the hadith section entitled "Words of
Wisdom", which is selected parts of the letter of the most important student of
the Messenger of God, Imam Amirul Momineen - peace be upon him - to his
eldest son, Imam Hassan Mojtaba - peace be upon him.

Student Quran Competition proudly introduces this book and invites you to
participate in this competition. Hope that all of us can benefit from divine
knowledge for our spiritual growth.

God willing

January 2024
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About NAHJ AL-BALAGHA

Introduction

(Arabic: &3 =) (the Peak of Eloquence) is a collection of sayings

and writings of Imam "Ali (a) which have been compiled by al-Sayyid al-
Radi in late 4th/10th century (finished in 400/1009-10). The criterion
for selecting the sayings has been the eloquence of speech.

Nabhj al-balagha has been organized into three parts: sermons, letters
and short sayings. Throughout the sermons, Imam (a) calls people to
obey God's orders and abandon prohibitions and in his letters advises
his agents to observe the rights of people. Kalimat al-gisar (short sayings)
of Naly al-balagha are a collection of wise sayings stated at the Peak of
Eloquence.

The book comprises various issues that cover major problems of
Metaphysics, Theology, Figh, Tafsir, Hadith, Prophetology, Imamate,
Ethics, Social Philosophy, History, Politics, Administration, Civics,
Science, Rhetoric, Poetry, Literature, etc.

For more information: http://hadith.net/en/category/6211/Encyclopedia-of-
Imam-Ali


https://en.wikishia.net/view/Imam_%27Ali_(a)
https://en.wikishia.net/view/Al-Sayyid_al-Radi
https://en.wikishia.net/view/Al-Sayyid_al-Radi
https://en.wikishia.net/index.php?title=10th&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikishia.net/index.php?title=400&action=edit&redlink=1

About Imam Ali (A.S)

He is “Ali ibn Abi Talib, also called ‘Ali al-Murtada, was born on
the 13" day of the lunar month of Rajab, year 600, in Mecca, in the
sacred sanctuary of the Kaaba; cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad, the
Prophet of Islam.

He was taken in and raised by Muhammad (PBUH) and his
wife Khadijah (SA). At age 10 “All became, according to tradition, the
second person after Khadijah to believe in Islam, to which Abu-Talib
(RA); his father was also comfortable, but his security roles presented a
different picture to the enemies and he kept them guessing.

Except for prophet Muhammad (saww) there is no one in Islamic
history about whom as much has been written in Islamic languages as
‘Alfl. The primary sources for scholarship on the life of “Alf are
the Hadith and the s/7ah literature (accounts of the Prophet Muhammad’s
life), as well as other biographical sources and texts of eatly Islamic
history. The extensive secondary sources include, in addition to works by
Sunni and Shi‘i Muslims, writings by Christian Arabs, Hindus, and other
non-Muslims from the Middle Fast and Asia and a few works by modern
Western scholars.

Islamic sources confirm the occurrence in 622 of the most important
episodes of this period. Muhammad (PBUH) knowing that his enemies
were plotting to assassinate him, asked “Alf to take his place and sleep in
his bed; Muhammad then left Mecca secretly with Abu Bakr and
reached Medina safely several days later (his arrival marks the beginning
of the Islamic calendar). When the plotters entered Muhammad’s house
with drawn daggers, they were deeply surprised to find “Ali, whom they
did not harm. “Alf waited for instructions and left sometime later with
Muhammad’s family. He arrived safely in Quba on the outskirts of
Yathrib, which soon became known as Madinat al-Nnabi (“City of the
Prophet”) or simply Medina, on the instructions of the Prophet.

The history of Islam cannot be known without Ali (peace be upon
him). In the school of the last prophet, Ali - peace be upon him - is
known as the most important student and the best scholar.

For more information: http://hadith.net/en/category/6211/Encyclopedia-of-
Imam-Ali



https://www.britannica.com/place/Mecca
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/sanctuary
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kaaba-shrine-Mecca-Saudi-Arabia
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Muhammad
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Islam
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Khadijah
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hadith
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/extensive
https://www.britannica.com/place/Middle-East
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/Mecca
https://www.britannica.com/place/Medina-Saudi-Arabia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Medina-Saudi-Arabia

MY CHILD MIRROR THESE WISDOMS

Introduction

In his letter - which is the 31st letter in the book of Nahj al-Balagha -
Imam Ali has written important recommendations and a basis for his
child's life so that it can be a life lesson for all the children of humanity.

What is in front of you is not a text that can be read once and benefit
from its full capacity of light. This letter is the book of life and it is a margin
on the Quranic teachings that came in this form. This is why the book of
Nahj al-Balagha is known as the “brother of the Qur'an.”

In this booklet at your disposal, for ease of reading, this letter is divided
into different sections. your attention and accuracy in reading these
sections will bring you a better understanding of the exact content of this
letter.



Part 01: Summary of Life for elder and youth
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From the father who is (shortly) to die, who acknowledges the
hardships of the times, who has turned away from life, who has submitted
himself to the (calamities of) time, who realizes the evils of the world, who
is living in the abodes of the dead and is due to depart from them any day;
to the son who yearns for what is not to be achieved, who is treading the
path of those who have died, who is the victim of ailments, who is
entangled in the (worries of the) days, who is a target of hardships, a slave
of the wotld, a trader of its deception, a debtor of wishes, a prisoner of
mortality, an ally of worries, a neighbor of grief, a victim of distresses, who
has been overpowered by desires, and who is a successor of the dead.

Questions:

1. How did an elderly person know the world after years of living in the world?

2. How does a young person, with limited experience of life and full of energy,
see the world?

10



Part 02: Sharing spiritual experience

BFS e R G e N JU e AU 0 e B 3 e E55 L BB g
oo i [ o3 3 TR i A B el o - NP
oF B ‘&91’) b (o o2 gul.-.!\ PR 093 g A o Lf‘ﬂ; E;b} & fL«.;A‘}?\) (Sl

I8 B Y Gy (2 0 Y A ) L ol et J 250 i

S8« 8 361 5 25 g (ot B Jies B s B e B

B g Ul b g Tt s B B LG (B M 0 e W B

Now (you should know that) what I have learnt from the turning away

of this world from me, the onslaught of time over me and the advancing

of the next world towards me is enough to prevent me from remembering

anyone except myself and from thinking beyond myself. But when I

confined myself to my own worries leaving the worties of others, my

intelligence saved me and protected me from my desires. It clarified to me

my affairs and led me to seriousness wherein there was no trickery and
truth which was not tarnished by falsehood.

Here, I found you a part of myself, rather I found you my whole, so
much so that if anything befell you, it was as though it befell me and if
death came to you it was as though it came to me. Consequently, your
affairs meant to me what my own matters meant to me. So, I have written
this piece of advice (to you) as an instrument of seeking help through it,
whether I remain alive for you or cease to exist.

Questions:

1.  How can one curb down his desires?
What difference does the belief that the life of this world is limited and the
life of the hereafter lies ahead?

3. What can be the purpose of transferring the spiritual experience of the old to
the young and their children?
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Part 03: Life of heart

NORE A P e P ARG Wy PP S P [ S Je e VNS W

Sl 855 ol 955 3B &5 e ially S 2Ty SI8T S b o35 S e
85 g ;ﬂu; by A B2 Bl B s 5 g Gl 555 copa s 45
(b S )5 ) 2 o3 (Gl e BB O 1 Dl Gy 5555 G ST il 0021
5 0 p A5 g b B e B 10es 08 o5 e 5 o8 e i

Gk JasT 3 V5 i b el o

I advise you to fear Allah, O my child, abide by His commands, fill your
heart with remembrance of Him and cling to hope from Him. No
connection is more reliable than the connection between you and Allah
provided you take hold of it. Enliven your heart with preaching, kill it by
denial, energies it with firm belief, enlighten it with wisdom, humiliate it
by recalling death, make it believe in mortality, make it see the
misfortunate of this world, make it fear the authority of the time and the
severity of some changes during the nights and the days, place before it
the events of past people, recall to it what befell those who were before
you and walk among their cities and ruins, then see what they did and from
what they have gone away and where they have gone and stayed. You will
find that they departed from (their) friends and remain in loneliness.
Shortly, you too will be like one of them. Therefore, plan for your place
of stay and do not sell your next life with this world.

Questions:

1. How to keep the heart alive?
2. What is the role and effect of studying the history in life?

12



Part 04: Courtesy
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Give up discussing what you do not know and speaking about what
does not concern you. Keep off track from which you fear to go astray
because refraining (from moving) when fear of straying is better than
embarking on dangers. Ask others to do good; you will thus be among
good doers. Desist others from evil with your action as well as speech and
keep off, to the best of your ability, from he who commits it. Struggle for
Allah as is His due; and the insults of a reviler should not stop you in
matters of Allah.

Leap into dangers for the sake of right wherever it be. Acquire insight
into religious law. Accustom yourself to endure hardships since the best
trait of character is endurance in matters of right. In all affairs resign
yourself to Allah, because you will thus be resigning yourself to a secure
shelter and a strong protector. You should ask only from your Lord
because in His hand is all the giving and depriving. Seek good (from Allah)
as much as you can. Understand my advice an do not turn away from it,
because the best saying is that which benefits. Know that there is no good
in that knowledge which does not benefit, and if knowledge is not made
use of then its acquisition is not justified.

13



Questions:

What is conversation etiquette?

What path in life should be avoided?
How to move on the right path?
What is the border of learning science?

i e
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Part 05: From the father to his darling

05 G Y & u%)ﬁ ‘J"” W}’ 253k ‘uj 31531 s")} T 235 ‘”u‘”’ L‘j;;’ e 6‘
W}“W@Mw b@ a5 J“s“""@\"”v\““d‘"’ 105 el g o
%@\ugwgbﬂ\fgww?uug '2)“"‘“ MKQ)&} LLJ.AJ g@)d}@-j‘s?uﬁubqﬂr‘l
NI E6 Y G BT T g O e (S 52 B 8 CSVL BEG S e L
Lf.A.&LﬁJ—S)&AJLb(MJxJ\ wwwﬁ;cdﬁ‘ﬂ;y@&d@guﬁjwu)w
-w@&&‘@ju:ﬂo\;w;ngu

uﬂ;‘wb‘@uﬁwww‘&ﬁww‘é@/Zﬁ}»& L 505 ek ol
i a6 58 Wl e gl 1 J sl B 0
B 555 dlar AR5 s A e B ELIRAG (55 be ARG )08 1 s G
A 31 s 0,56 O A e o Eaa3 Ty il W w84 e i G S35 i
B B ke B8 U

O my child, when I noticed I was of goodly age and noticed I was
increasing in weakness I hastened with my will for you and wrote down
prominent points of it in case death overtook before I divulged to you
what I have in my heart, or in case my wit be affected as my body has been
affected, or forces of passions or mischief of the world overtake you
making you like a stubborn camel. Certainly, the heart of a young man is
like uncultivated land. It accepts whatever is strewn on it. So, I hastened
to mould you properly before your heart hardened up and your mind
became occupied, so you might be ready to accept through your
intelligence the results of the experience of others and be saved from going
through these experiences yourself. In this way, you would avoid the
hardship of seeking them and the difficulties of experimenting. Thus, you
are getting to know what we had experienced and even those things are
becoming clear to you which we might have missed.

O my child, even though I have not reached the age which those before
me have, yet I looked into their behavior and thought over events of their
lives. I walked among their ruins till I was as one of them. In fact, by virtue
of those of their affairs that have become known to me it is as though I
have lived with them from the first to the last. I have therefore been able
to discern the impure from the clean and the benefit from the harm.

15



I have selected for you the choicest of those matters and collected for
you their good points and have kept away from you their useless points.
Since I feel for your affairs as a living father should feel and I aim at giving
you training, I thought it should be at a time when you are advancing in
age and new on the stage of the world, possessing upright intention and
clean heart

Questions:

1. How is the heart of youth?
2. What is the role of experience in the life?
3. How can scattered experiences be made educationally ready?
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Part 06: Book of Allah

S 3T Y g 95 canSETG N 9555 e 5 B3 Sl S b ST B

z

e G ) e LTy i G g 0 BB G Bl 2 BT EEL BT 2 )
i o e 2N A QAL sl e 6l ST U BB e ERF L B GUs HEE BS

code Log S| S (Balal Bhag 03 (B o W G O S525

G AW 55 6 e N 5B g e o) e T E 6 EATH gy g
S Y 1l O 1505 20 2200 By T 2 020505 (ST e 0001 e e Ly 25V

B A T e S NI e Gy AN J) Bl 3T a5 2 o e i 1G5 ot

£

S5 colgad B N g g s Al (S A L 18 0 0,8 Gls E ook o
.g\}}fa;"j\

I should begin with the teaching of the Book of Allah, and its
interpretation, the laws of Islam and its commands, its lawful matters and
unlawful matters and that I should not go beyond these for you. Then I
feared lest you should get confused as other people had been confused on
account of their passions and (different) views. Therefore, in spite of my
dislike for you being so warned, I thought it better for me to make this
position strong rather than leave you in a position where I do not regard
you safe from falling into destruction. I hoped that Allah would help you
in your straightforwardness and guide you in your resoluteness.
Consequently, I wrote this piece of my will for you.

Know O my child, what I love most for you to adopt from my will is
to fear Allah, to confine yourself to what Allah has made obligatory on
you, and to follow the actions of your forefathers and the virtuous people
of your household, because they did not fall short in seeing for themselves
what you will see for yourself, and they did about their affairs as you would
like to think (about your affairs). Thereafter, their thinking led them to
discharge the obligations they came to know of and to desist from what
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they were not required to do. If your heart does not accept this without
acquiring knowledge as they acquired it, then your search should first be
by way of understanding and learning and not by falling into doubts or
getting entangled in quarrels.

Questions:

1. What is the role of holy Quran in the life?
2. What part of the ideas of the fathers and predecessors should be the light of
human life?
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Part 07: Grasping the divine string
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And before you probe into this, you should begin by seeking your
Allah's help and turning to Him for competence and keeping aloof from
everything that throws you into doubt or flings you towards misguidance.
When you have made sure that your heart is clean and humble and your
thoughts have come together and you have only one thought which is
about this matter, then you will see what I have explained to you; but if
you have not been able to achieve that peace of observation and thinking
which you would like to have, then know that you are only stamping the
ground like a blind she-camel and falling into darkness while a seeker of
religion should not grope in the dark or create confusion. It is better to
avoid this.

Appreciate my advice, O my child, and know He Who is the Master of
death is also the Master of life, that the Creator causes death as well; that
He Who destroys is also the restorer of life and that He Who inflicts
disease is also the curer. This world continues in the way Allah has made
it with regard to its pleasures, trials, rewards on the Day of Judgement and
all that He wishes and you do not know. If anything of this advice is not
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understood by you then attribute it to your ignorance of it, because when
you were first born you were born ignorant. Thereafter, you acquired
knowledge. There are many matters of which you are ignorant and in
which your sight first wonders and your eye wanders then after this you
see them. Therefore, cling to Him Who created you, fed you and put you
in order. Your worship should be for Him, your eagerness should be
towards Him and your fear should be of Him.

Questions:

What is the way to deal with doubt and misguidance?

How should one strive hard in the way of Allah?

What are the characteristics of the world?

What should we do if we don't know something?

God's power against death and annihilation, the short-term home of the
world and human ignorance lead to what results?

ARE
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Part 08: Messenger of Allah SW.T.
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Know O my child, that no one received messages from Allah, the
Glorified, as the Prophet (S) did. Therefore, regard him as your forerunner
and leader towards deliverance. Certainly, I shall spare no effort in giving
you advice and surely even if you try, you cannot acquire that insight for
your welfare as I have for you.

Know O my child, if there had been a partner with your Lord, his
messengers too should have come to you and you would have seen signs
of his authority and power and have known his deeds and qualities. But
He is only One God as He has described Himself. No one can dispute
with Him in His authority. He is from ever and will be forever. He is
before all things without any beginning. He will remain after all things
without any end. He is far too great to have His divinity proved by the
encompassing heart or eye. When you have understood this then you
should do what is done by him who is like you by way of his low position,
his lack of authority, his increasing incapability, and his great need of his
Lord for seeking His obedience, fearing His chastisement and
apprehending His anger, because He does not command you save for
virtue and does not refrain you save from evil.

Questions:

1. What is the importance of God's messenger?
2. What are the reasons for the oneness of God?

21



Part 09: Two category of passengers of the world
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O my child, I have informed you about the world, its condition, decay
and its passing away and I have informed you of the next world and of
what has been provided in it for its people. I have recounted to your
parables about it so that you may draw instruction from them and act upon
them. The example of those who have understood the world is like those
travelers who, being disgusted with drought-stricken places set off for
greenery and a fruitful place. Then they endure difficulties on the way,
separation from friends, hardships of the journey and unwholesome food
in order to reach their fields of plenty and place of stay. Consequently,
they do not feel any pain in all this and do not regard any expenditure to
be waste.

Nothing is more lovable to them than what takes them near their goal
and carries them closer to their place of stay. (Against this), the example
of those who are deceived by this world is like the people who were in a
green place but they became disgusted with it and went to a drought-
stricken place. Therefore, for them nothing is more detestable or
abominable than to leave the place where they were to go to a place which
they will reach unexpectedly and for which they are heading.

Questions:

1. Here, the people of the world are likened to what kind of travelers?
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2.

Those who are attached to the world are compared to what kind of travelers?
And what is the reason for their confusion and distress at the time of death?
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Part 10: Manners of social relationships
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O my child, make yourself the measure (for dealings) between you and
others. Thus, you should desire for others what you desire for yourself and
hate for others what you hate for yourself. Do not oppress as you do not
like to be oppressed. Do good to others as you would like good to be done
to you. Regard bad for yourself whatever you regard bad for others.
Accept that (treatment) from others which you would like others to accept
from you. Do not talk about what you do not know even though what you
know be very little. Do not say to others what you do not like to be said
to you.

Know that self-admiration is contrary to propriety (of action) and is a
calamity for the mind. Therefore, increase your striving and do not
become a treasurer for (wealth to be inherited by) others. When you have
been guided on the right path humble yourself before Allah as much as

you can.

Questions:

1. What is the general rule of relationship with other people?
2. What is the general rule of talking and conversation?
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Part 11: In search of the needy
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Know in front of you lies a road of long distance and severe hardship
and you cannot avoid seeking it. Take your requirements of provision
keeping the burden light. Do not load your back beyond your power lest
its weight become a mischief for you. Whenever you come across a needy
person who can carry for you your provision to hand it back to you on the
Day of Judgement when you will need it, then accept him as a good
opportunity and get him to carry it. Put in that provision as much-as you
are able to, for it is likely that if you may need him (afterwards), you may
not get hold of him. If a person is willing to borrow from you in the days
of your affluence to pay it back to you at the time of your need then make
use of this opportunity.

Know that in front of you lies an impassable valley wherein the light-
burdened man will be in a better condition than the heavy-burden one,
and the slow- paced would be in a worse condition than the swift-paced.
Your terminating point at the other end of this passage will necessarily be
either Paradise or Hell. Therefore, investigate for yourself before alighting,
and prepare the place before getting down, because after death there can
be no preparation nor return to this world.

Questions:
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1.
2.

Why should we take as much baggage and booty from this world as possible?
Why is helping the needy necessary for humans?
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Part 12: Supplication, Relation with God
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Know that He Who owns the treasuries of the heavens and of the earth
has permitted you to pray to Him and has promised you acceptance of the
prayer. He has commanded you to beg from Him in order that He may
give you and to seek His mercy in order that He may have mercy on you.
He has not placed anything between you and Him that may veil Him from
you. He has not required you to get a mediator for you to Him, and if you
err, He has not prevented you from repentance. He does not hasten with
punishment. He does not taunt you for repenting, nor does He humiliate
you when humiliation is more appropriate for you. He has not been harsh
in accepting repentance. He does not severely question you about your
sins. He does not disappoint you of His mercy. Rather He regards
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abstention from sin as a virtue. He counts your one sin as one while He
counts your one virtue as ten.

He has opened for you the door of repentance. Therefore, whenever
you call Him He hears your call, and whenever you whisper to Him He
knows the whisper. You place before Him your needs, unveil yourself
before Him, complain to Him of your worries, beseech Him to remove
your troubles, seek His help in your affairs and ask from the treasuries of
His mercy that which no one else has power to give, namely length of life,
health of body and increase in sustenance. Then He has placed the keys
of His treasuries in your hands in the sense that He has shown you the
way to ask Him.

Therefore, wherever you wish, open the doors of His favour with
prayer, and let abundant rains of His mercy fall on you. Delay in
acceptance of prayer should not disappoint you because grant of prayer is
according to the measure of (your) intention. Sometimes acceptance (of
prayer) is delayed with a view to its being a source of greater reward to the
asker and of better gifts to the expectant. Sometimes you ask for a thing
but it is not given to you, and a better thing is given to you later, or a thing
is taken away from you for some greater good of yours, because
sometimes you ask for a thing which contains ruin for your religion if it is
given to you. Therefore, your request should be for things whose beauty
should be lasting and whose burden should remain away from you. As for
wealth it will not last for you nor will you live for it.

Questions:

1. What are the characteristics of God in the position of prayer?
2. How should the supplicant express his/her need to God?
3. What kind of blessings does the door of prayer open for human beings?
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Part 13: Death remind
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O my child, know that you have been created for the next world, not
for this world, for destruction (in this world) not for lasting, and for dying
not for living. You are in a place which does not belong to you, a house
for making preparations and a passage towards the next world. You are
being chased by death from which the runner -away cannot escape, as it
would surely overtake him. So, be on guard against it lest it overtakes you
at a time when you are in a sinful state and you are thinking of repenting
but it creates obstruction between you and repentance. In such a case you
will ruin yourself.
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O my child, remember death very much and the place where you have
to go suddenly and reach after death, so that when it comes you are already
on your guard against it and have prepared yourself for it and it does not
come to you all of a sudden and surprise you. Beware, lest you become
deceived by the leanings of the people towards worldly attraction and their
rushing upon it. Allah has warned you about it and the world has informed
you of its mortal character and unveiled to you its evils.

Surely, those (who go) after it are like barking dogs or devouring
carnivore who hate each other. The stronger among them eat away the
weaker and the big among them tramples over the small. Some are like
tied cattle and some like untied cattle who have lost their wits and are
running in unknown directions. They are flocks of calamities wandering
in rugged valleys. There is no herdsman to detain them nor any tenderer
to take them to grazing. The world has put them on the track of blindness
and taken away their eyes from the beacons of guidance. They have
therefore perplexed in its bewildering and sunk in its pleasures. They took
it as a god so it played with them. They too played with it and forgot what
is beyond it.

Darkness is disappearing gradually. Now it is as though travellers have
got down and the hasteners will soon meet. Know, O my child, that
everyone who is riding on the carriage of night and day is being carried by
them even though he may be stationary,and he is covering the distance
even though he is staying and resting.

Questions:
1.  Man was created for what world?
2. What is the result of remembering death in life?
3. Why should we beware of being deceived by the people of this world?
4. What is the characteristic of people who are eligible the world?
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Part 14: Wishes
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Know with certainty you cannot achieve your desire and exceed your
destined life. You are on the track of those before you. Therefore, be
humble in seeking and moderate in earning because often seeking leads to
deprivation. Every seeker of livelihood does not get it, nor is everyone
who is moderate in seeking deprived. Keep yourself away from every low
thing even though they may take you to your desired aims, because you
will not get any return for your own respect which you spend. Do not be
the slave of others for Allah had made you free. There is no good in good
which is achieved through evil and no good in comfort that is achieved
through (disgracing) hardship.

Beware lest bearers of greed should carry you and make you descend
down to the springs of destruction. If you can manage that there be no
wealthy person between yourself and Allah, do so, because in any case you
will find what is for you and get your share. A little received directly from
Allah the Glorified, is more dignified than that which is more but is
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received through (the obligation of) His creatures, although (really) all is
from Allah.

It is easier to rectify what you miss by silence than to secure what you
lose by speaking. Whatever is in a pot can be retained by closing the lid. I
should prefer you to retain what is in your hands rather to seek what is in
other's hands. Bitterness of disappointment is better than seeking from

people. Manual Laboure. with chastity is better than the riches of a vicious
life.

Questions:
1. Why are dreams unattainable?
2. How do human desires and requests damage the dignity of the self?
3. How can a person achieve dignity and respect?
4. Who is it recommended to stay with and stay away from? Why?

32



Part 15: Compare and choice
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A man is the best guard of his own secrets. Often a man strives for
what harms him. He who speaks much speaks nonsense. Whoever
ponders perceives. Associate with people of virtue; you will become one
of them. Keep aloof from people of vice; you will remain safe from them.
The worst food is that which is unlawful. Oppressing the weak is the worst
oppression.

Where leniency is unsuitable, harshness is lenience. Often cure is illness
and illness is cure. Often the ill-wisher gives correct advice while the well-
wisher cheats. Do not depend upon hopes because hopes are the mainstay
of fools. It is wise to preserve one's experience. Your best experience is
that which teaches you a lesson. Make use of leisure before it changes into
(the hour of) grief.

Every seeker does not achieve (what he seeks); and every departed does
not return. To lose provision and to earn evil for the Day of Judgement
means ruin.

Every matter has a consequence. What is destined for you will shortly
come to you. A trader undertakes a risk. Often a small quantity is more
beneficial than a large quantity. There is no good in an ignoble helper, nor
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in a suspicious friend. Be compliant with the world as long as it is in your
grip. Do not put yourself to risk as regards anything in expectation for
more than that. Beware lest the feeling of enmity should overpower you.

Questions:

1. Who is the best protector of secrets?
2. How is insight obtained?

3. What is the worth food?

4. What is the worth injustice?
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Part 16: Etiquette of friendship
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Bear yourself towards your brother in such a way that if he disregards
kinship you keep to it; when he turns away be kind to him and draw near
to him; when he withholds spend for him; when he goes away approach
him; when he is harsh be lenient; when he commits wrong think of (his)
excuse for it, so much so as though you are a slave of him and he is the
benevolent master over you. But take care that this should not be done
inappropriately, and that you should not behave so with an undeserving
person. Do not take the enemy of your friend as a friend because you will
thus antagonize your friend. Give true advice to your brother, be it good
or bitter. Swallow your anger because I did not find a sweeter thing than
itin the end, and nothing more pleasant in consequence. Be lenient to him
who is harsh to you for it is likely that he will shortly become lenient to
you. Treat your enemy with favours, because this is sweeter of the two
successes (the success of revenge and the success of doing favour).

If you intend to cut yourself off from a friend leave some scope for
him from your side by which he may resume friendship if it occurs to him
some day. If anyone has a good idea about you prove it to be true. Do not
disregard interests of your brother depending upon your terms with him,
for he is not your brother if you disregard his interests. Your household
should not become the most miserable people through you. Do not lean
towards him who turns away from you. Your brother should not be more
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firm in his disregard of kinship than you in paying regard to it, and you
should exceed in doing good to him than is evil to you. Do not feel too
much the oppression of a person who oppresses you, because he is only
busy in harming himself and benefiting you. The reward of him who
pleases you is not that you displease him.

Questions:

1. How should friendship be maintained in the conditions of mental and
emotional changes?

2. What are the duties of a person towards his/her friend?

3. Under what conditions should you distance yourself from a friendship?
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Part 17: Demand management
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Know O my child, that livelihood is of two kinds - a livelihood that
you seek and a livelihood that seeks you, which is such that if you do not
reach it, it will come to you. How bad it is to bend down at the time of
need and to be harsh in riches. You should have from this world only that
with which you can adorn your permanent abode. If you cry over what
has gone out of your hands then also cry for what has not at all come to
you. Infer about what has not yet happened from what has already
happened, because occurrences are ever similar. Do not be like those
whom preaching does not benefit unless you inflict pain on them, because
the wise take instruction from teaching while beasts learn only from
beating.

Ward off from yourself the onslaught of worries by firmness of
endurance and purity of belief. He who gives up moderation commits
excess. A companion is like a relation. A friend is he whose absence also
proves the friendship. Passion is a partner of distress. Often the near ones
are remoter than the distant ones, and often the distant ones are nearer
than the near ones. A stranger is he who has no friend. He who
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transgresses right narrows his own passage. He who stays in his position
remains constant upon it. The most trustworthy intermediary is that which
you adopt between yourself and Allah the Glorified. He who does not care
for your interests is your enemy. When greed leads to ruin deprivation is
an achievement. Not every defect can be reviewed, and not every
opportunity recurs.

Often a person with eyes misses the track while a blind person finds
the correct path. Delay an evil because you will be able to hasten it
whenever you desire. The disregard of kinship of the ignorant is equal to
the regard for kinship of the wise. Whoever takes the world to be safe, it
will betray him. Whoever regards the world as great, it will humiliate him.
Everyone who shoots does not hit. When authority changes, the time
changes too. Consult the friend before adopting a course and the neighbor
before taking a house. Beware, lest you mention in your speech what may
rouse laughter even though you may be relating it from others.

Questions:

1. What is the proper morality when asking for needs from others and what is
the proper morality when not needing others?

2. What is the difference between humans and animals in understanding the
sermon?

3. What are the two means by which we can get rid of sorrow and sadness?

4. Before moving and traveling, what have we been advised?
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Part 18: Relationships with relative
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[In these cases] Do not consult women because their view is weak and
their determination unstable. Cover their eyes by keeping them under the
veil because strictness of veiling keeps them for long. Their coming out is
not worse than your allowing an unreliable man to visit them. If you can
manage that they should not know anyone other than you, do so. Do not
allow 2 woman matters other than those about hereself, because a woman
is a flower not an administrator. Do not pay her regard beyond herself.
Do not encourage her to intercede for others. Do not show suspicion out
of place, because this leads a correct woman to evil and a chaste woman
to deflection. For everyone among your servants fix a work for which you
may hold him responsible. In this way, they will not fling the work one
over the other. Respect your kinsmen because they are your wings with
which you fly, the origin towards which you return and your hands with
which you attack. Place your religion and your wotld at Allah's disposal
and beg Him to ordain the best for you in respect of the near and the far,
this world and the next; and that is an end to the matter.

Questions:

1. In what circumstances is it forbidden to consult with women?
2. What does suspicion of a woman cause?
3. What is the role and importance of kinsmen?
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